BMJ Open publishes all reviews undertaken for accepted manuscripts. Reviewers are asked to complete a checklist review form (see an example) and are provided with free text boxes to elaborate on their assessment. These free text comments are reproduced below. This paper was submitted to the BJO but declined for publication following peer review. The authors addressed the reviewers' comments and submitted the revised paper to BMJ Open where it was rereviewed and accepted.
1. A total of 1029 operations were studied, however the authors do not provide the number of surgeons performing these operations. It would be dramatically different if 5 trainees performed 200 operations each, or 50 trainees performed 20 operations each. This is a major point and MUST be addressed.
Our response:
This is an important observation and has been addressed in abstract as well as text. In total, 22 residents had performed these surgeries.
2. The authors compared their results to the literature, however there is confusion between the terms of "residents" and "trainees". The Indian trainees were after their basic residency. Does it mean they had some previous experience in microsurgery? In other countries post residency ophthalmologist would be considered seniors.
We are glad that you brought this point out. A "resident" is one who is undergoing an ophthalmology residency training in an institute, whereas, "trainees" here means those who have completed their residency training and are in fellowship program at our institute. However, as there is huge variability in the training standards across country, after residency, the skills of these ophthalmologists are quiet variable. A reference (number 21) has been added to support this observation.
Sentence added in text
A trainee is defined as someone who has completed his/her ophthalmology residency and has joined for fellowship program at the institute.
Sentence modified
All the trainees had completed their basic residency in ophthalmology from different centres across India and as a part of training; they are supposed to be trained in microsurgery. However, unlike the developed West, the training standards are quiet variable across the country. 21 Hence, to have a uniform standard for these trainees, all of them performed surgeries under supervision, for their first 25-30 cases at our institute. After this, they were allowed to perform surgeries independently.
3. In the Material and Methods it is not clearly stated whether the surgical wound was sutured in any of the eyes. There was not a major difference in the final opening of the surgical wound in both groups as solid PMMA lenses were used in both groups -6.5 mm in the MSICS and 5.25 mm in the phaco group. The large incision in the phaco group makes it also difficult to compare to reported results in the literature as most phaco surgeries are now being done through incisions which is less than one half of those performed in the present study.
